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OFFF FESTIVAL 2004

OFFF 2004, the fourth edition of Spain's festival of 'experimental audio and

unusual video', was held in Valencia between July 1st to 3rd. Devoted to

exploring the most groundbreaking work currently done in fields such as web and graphic

design, digital arts and experimental electronic music, the event comprised concerts,

projections, presentations and keynotes, round tables and an exhibition area.

2004 has been an important transition year for OFFF and its organizing team. While the first

three editions of the festival where held in Barcelona, this year the festival decided to change

its base and moved to the city of Valencia. While Valencia is also a major Spanish capital, it

undoubtly lacks the international projection of a city like Barcelona that is constantly receiving

visitors from all over the world. However, resources provided by the local government have

allowed OFFF to grow and become a much more ambitious project. And while the OFFF team

was afraid of losing many of the international visitors that used to come from all over Europe

in the previous years, most of the regulars were here again to enjoy the fine food, the great

weather and the excellent digital art.

Although the festival started officially on thursday morning, the previous night a nice reception

party was held for the almost 100 artists coming from all the world to perform or take part in

the presentations, discussions or exhibition. The party is a perfect example of why most

participants love OFFF and many of them come back again in following years; the

atmosphere is friendly and relaxed, and everybody is determined to have a good time. For a

lot of artists it is also a chance to meet face to face with people they are in contact with only

through websites and forums, specially for colaborators that work together in projects on the

Web but live in different cities.
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OFFF was held in a whole pavillion of the Valencia Fair, a big trading facility that was

transformed in an interesting, intimate place by the design team of the festival. Nice details

included searchlights hanging from the celling, and gangs of little toy robots 'hanging out' in

the corners. Festival areas included two rooms for conferences, one room for projections and

audiovisual programs, a room for music performances, and an exhibition area witn

installations and graphic design projects.

This included works like Movet, by Area3 -an interactive piece where graphics projected on

the screen could be modified by screaming, yelling or whispering through a microphone-, or

the surprising interactive shopping trolley by Random Studios, along with other projects by

Lessrain, Elixir Studio, and others. But the main highlight in the exhibition area was a

retrospective of the work of Joshua Davis at Once Upon A Forest. The celebrated Flash guru

has been a supporter of OFFF since the first edtion and this was the first year he couldn't

make it to the event; instead, he chose to exhibit in an installation every piece he has done for

the pioneering site that showcases his most experimental work.

While in previous years, the music section at OFFF had been somehow obscured by the

bigger names in the presentations and keynotes room, this edition many of the most

interesting things happened in Loopita, the music section of the festival. The event featured

for the first time some big names in the avant-garde electronic scene, such as japanese

singer Noriko Tujiko, based currently in Paris. Noriko premiered in Valencia the new record

she has just released in collaboration with Lionel Fernandez of Discom. The result was a

combination of Fernandez's overwhelming structures of grinding noises and Tujiko's intimate,

soft voice, which in too many ocasions was completely inaudible, hidden by the wall of digital

sound coming out of the speakers.
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Discom themselves performed also at the festival, along with laptop masters like Kenneth

Kischner and groups combining acoustic and electronic instruments that go well beyond the

traditional format of a band, like Thilgues 3. Also, Loopita featured shows by digital artists and

designers operating mainly on the web, that are investigating ways to connect the aesthetics

of interactive culture with the real-time, peformative dimension of the stage. Yoshi Sodeoka of

C505 presented his live project The Knobs along with collaborator Sean Rooney, and Spanish

collective Innothna staged their fascinating audiovisual show 'Insonnik', where they use a

videogame they have designed as an audiovisual instrument, generating patterns of sound

and movement on the screen as they move their avatar through the polygon landscape.

But the absolute stars of Loopita -and maybe of the whole festival, in fact-were The Vegetable

Orchestra. The anticipation to see this weird, provocative music project was so high that the

room was completely packed minutes before the start of the show, and many visitors had to

see the performance from the corridor outside. The Vegetable Orchestra are exactly that; ten

musicians that perform all their compositions with instruments made out of fresh vegetables

bought that same morning in the local market. They also cook a veggie soup (used to make

sounds) that members of the audience can try at the end of the show. Although the Vegetable

Orchestra are obviously a surprising act, and it's fascinating seeing them create full

compositions out of melon-drums and flutes made with carrots, it must be said too that after a

few minutes the joke becomes a bit tired. A very interesting idea that sadly doesn't translate

into equally great music.
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